
HOLD ’EM HIVE SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP PRIZE POOL

Starting with Season 17, the League is implementing a new Season Championship prize pool, called 
the Champ's Kicker prize. 

This prize pool will be an optional, player-funded bonus prize awarded to the Season Champion in 
addition to the main prize of 75% of player entries.

PARTICIPATION

Participation in the SC Prize Pool is completely optional. Only players who participate can win the 
Champ's Kicker prize.

A player who wishes to participate must opt in before the start of Game 1 of the season, even if the 
player doesn't play in Game 1.  New players who start playing in the league in the middle of a season 
are not eligible to participate in the prize pool for the in-progress season.

A player's decision to participate or not participate has no effect on league points, season standings or 
qualification for the Season Championship.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Each participating player contributes an additional $2 for every buy-in and rebuy paid to the League 
during the season.

Contributions to the Champ's Kicker prize are in addition to the normal game buy-in or rebuy amounts.

Example: game entry = $35, game rebuy = $30
Player ChampWannabe chooses to participate in the Champ's Kicker prize.  She enters game 1 for $35 
and rebuys 2 times during this game.  For the night she pays a total of  $101 to the league.  Her $35 
entry and her 2 x $30 = $60 rebuys go into the game pot as usual but she also contributes 3 x $2 =$6 to 
the Champ's Kicker prize.

All  contributions to the Champ's Kicker prize are accumulated throughout the season and tracked by 
the League.

WINNER-TAKE-ALL

The Champ's Kicker prize is winner-take-all and is paid in addition to the regular first place prize.

If the player who wins the Season Championship is a Champ's Kicker participant, that player receives 
100% of the accumulated Kicker prize.

IF A NONPARTICIPANT WINS THE SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP

If the player who wins the Season Championship did not participate in the Kicker prize pool, no player 
wins the prize for that season.

Instead, the entire prize pool is refunded to the participating players. Each prize pool participant 
receives back the amount s/he personally contributed during the season.



SEASON CANCELLATION OR LEAGUE DISSOLUTION

If a season is canceled for any reason, or if the league dissolves, the league will make every attempt to 
return the Kicker prize pool funds back to the participating players.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What happens if I don't participate in the Champ's Kicker prize pool?

Nothing changes with respect to your regular league participation. You can still earn league points, 
qualify for the Season Championship, and compete for the regular Season Championship prize and 
token.

Can I join the Champ's Kicker pool after the season starts?

No. Players must opt in before the start of Game 1. 

If a nonparticipant wins the Season Championship, does the Champ's Kicker prize go to the highest-

finishing prize pool participant?

No. If the Season Champion is not a participant, no one wins the Champ's Kicker prize for that season. 
Instead, all contributions are refunded to the participants based on the amount each player personally 
contributed during the season.

Do I contribute $2 when I rebuy?

Yes. Participants contribute $2 for every game entry and every rebuy they pay to the league during the 
season.

Do I have to play a minimum number of games to be eligible to win the Champ's Kicker prize?

No. Any player who opts in before Game 1, actually pays at least one timely contribution to the pool 
and qualifies for the Season Championship under the normal league rules is eligible to win the Champ's
Kicker, regardless of the number of games played or the total amount contributed.

Can I opt out of the Champ's Kicker during the season?

No. By opting in before Game 1, a player is committing to pay the $2 contribution for every game 
entry and rebuy the player pays to the league for the entire season.  Additionally, a player may not 
request a refund of their contributions because they played fewer games than they expected when they 
opted into the prize pool. 


